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Putting Oregon Back to Work
Governor Ted Kulongoski unveiled Oregon’s new federal stimulus project sign 
last month as ODOT awarded the fi rst federal-stimulus funded project from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

“The state stimulus package Go Oregon!, the federal stimulus program, and 
the plan spelled out in my Jobs and Transportation Act will create thousands 
of jobs, improve transportation infrastructure and address years of deferred 
maintenance on aging buildings across Oregon,” the Governor said.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
The federal economic stimulus legislation, known as the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA, HR 1), provides Oregon over $400 million 
to preserve and improve the state’s highways, transit systems, and bicycle/
pedestrian infrastructure. Funding will be provided to the state, local govern-
ments, and transit districts under a variety of programs. 

Oregon could receive more than that by competing for and winning grant 
dollars also included in the Act. Go online to www.oregon.gov/ODOT/
recovery/economic_stimulus.shtml for more information.

Go Oregon! state stimulus planGo Oregon! state stimulus planGo Oregon!
Governor Kulongoski signed into law Senate Bill 338, the Go Oregon! state 
stimulus plan. The plan authorizes $175 million in bonding to fund projects 
that will make needed repairs to schools, colleges, transportation infrastruc-
ture and address deferred maintenance projects across the state. The proj-
ects will create jobs for Oregonians at a time when the unemployment rate 
continues to climb.

Projects for the Oregon Department of Transportation account for $4.4 million 
in Go Oregon funding. ODOT will let more than 100 projects – the majority 
of the projects are small, under $50,000 – for bid thoughout the state and 
will go through a streamlined small contracting process. Go online to 
www.oregon.gov/ODOT/recovery/stimulus_info.shtml for more information.

Oregon Transportation Investment Act
The Oregon Department of Transportation’s 10-year, $3 billion Oregon 
Transportation Investment Act. OTIA funds are repairing or replacing hundreds 
of bridges, paving and maintaining city and county roads, improving and 
expanding interchanges, adding new capacity to Oregon’s highway system 
and removing freight bottlenecks statewide.

Based on 2008 dollars, about 14 family-wage jobs are sustained for every 
$1 million spent on transportation construction in Oregon. Each year during 
the remainder of the OTIA program, it is estimated that construction projects 
will sustain an average of 4,100 family-wage jobs. Go online to 
egov.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/OTIA/ for more information.

Summer edition comes out June 11
Our summer edition will detail all of the state highway construction work 
around the Rogue Valley. Drop us a line (the contact information is on this 
page) and let us know what you’d like to see in upcoming editions.

Remember, orange cones on Oregon roads mean one thing: work zone 
ahead. The single biggest factor in crashes is driver inattention, the other 
contributing factor is speed. We ask motorists to slow down, pay attention 
to work zone signs and watch for workers. National Work Zone Aware-
ness Week is April 6-10. For more information about that effort go online to: 
www.workzonesafety.org.
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SIGNS & SAFETY
Since 1959

We manufacture to MUTCD, ODOT,
Cal-Trans, or other specifications.

IT’S OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY.

773-2765773-2765
In the Suburban Business Park

3981 Crater Lake Hwy.
Medford, OR 97504

WWW.CANTELOFMEDFORD.COMEmail: info@cantelofmedford.com 

Toll Free:(877) 773-2765

3-453892-4/9
We Carry ALL of

YOUR TRAFFIC CONTROL NEEDSYOUR TRAFFIC CONTROL NEEDS

IT’S OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY.

Schedule a free estimate on our website for any residential or commercial project.

50+

Serving homeowners
and businesses for

over fifty years.

ELECTRICAL DESIGN  •  PROJECT MANAGEMENT  •  CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
— Hot tub and pool wiring
— 24-hour emergency repairs
— Home automation
— Home theatre
— Fuse panel to circuit breaker

conversion
— New construction
— No job is too small

COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL
— Full-service electrical
— Lighting design and maintenance
— Telephone and data cable
— Traffic Signal Installations and

Roadway Illumination
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The heavily-anticipated Draft 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the Fern Valley Inter-
change project in Phoenix 
is scheduled for release 
later spring.

The Draft EA will evaluate 
two alternatives, a combina-
tion of previous concepts 
and an alternative submitted 
by the Phoenix Association 
of Business and Property Owners.

According to ODOT Project Leader 
Dick Leever, the Draft EA was 
originally scheduled for release in 
September 2008.

“The federally-required process 
took longer than anticipated,” said 
Leever. “It is important that we go 
forward knowing as much as we 
can about the two designs and the 
various impacts of each.”

The release of the Draft EA starts 
a 30-day public comment period 
that will include an open house 
in Phoenix.

Construction on the Fern Valley Inter-
change project is currently scheduled 
to begin in 2012 with an estimated 
$70 million budget.

Additional background information 
and project updates are available 
online at http://www.oregon.gov/
ODOT/HWY/REGION3.

Phoenix awaits release of
Fern Valley Draft EA 



All of us appreciate the tremendous effort to keep
the highway information rolling with news on construc-
tion areas, road closures, etc. It really helps the drivers
to plan their trips with time efficiency and safety con-
sciousness.

Our top driver, Bill Duke, can be seen delivering Nor'wester cab-
ins throughout the scenic areas of our great NorthWest. Bill has had
his commercial license for 34 years traversing back and forth through
a 15-state area. Bill's driving record is accident-free and he says he
has always relied on Oregon's information system to guide him.

Here in southern Oregon, at the Ashland Port of Entry, our spe-
cial connection is "Miss ODOT" herself, Wanda Stroud. About to
come up on her 30th year career celebration, we know with that
wealth of knowledge, we can count on Wanda to keep us on the
straight and narrow. Wanda, what will we ever do without you? We'll
be on the road for a long time.

Watch for Bill Duke and the rest of our drivers burning up the
road to deliver our newest and most exciting MODULAR UNITS now
arriving on private property locations. These modulars are spacious
residential living with easy installation and almost immediate occu-
pancy.

Plan a Northwest vacation and book a cabin Nor'wester the
whole way. Remember to look us up when you are in these areas:

Whaleshead Beach Resort & Hyatt Lake Resort are listed 
above and these are the following locations:

Beachloop RV Village
53877 W. Beach Loop Drive, Bandon, OR 97411

(541) 347-2100 • www.beachlooprv.com

Lewis & Clark Golf & RV Resort,
92294 Youngs River Rd., Astoria, OR 97103 

(503) 338.3386 • www.lewisandclarkatthecrossing.com

Sea Perch RV Resort
95480 Hwy. 101, Yachats, OR 97498 

(541) 547.3505 • www.seaperchrvresort.com

Willamette Pass Inn & Chalets
PO Box 1035, Crescent Lake, OR 97733 

(541) 433-2211 fax: (541) 433-9351 • www.willamettepassinn.com

� CALL FOR THE DIFFERENT AMENITIES AND ACTIVITIES OF EACH RESORT �
Remember, the MODULARS are available for sale to install on your
own personal property. Call for more information at 800 346-5701 or
visit our Web site at www.norwesterindustries.com

Whaleshead Beach
Resort

19921 Whaleshead Rd.,
Brookings, OR 97415

800 943-4325 
www.whalesheadresort.com

Nor'wester Industries
1722 Bishop Road,
Chehalis, WA 98532

800 346-5701
www.norwesterindustries.com

Mountain
Resort@Hyatt Lake,

7979 Hyatt Prairie Rd.,
Ashland, OR 97520

(541) 482-3331
www.hyattlakeresorts.com

— from —

(2)450335-02/04e

Thank You O.D.O.T.!
NOR'WESTER'S BEST
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Motorists are welcoming the good news in south Medford: the six-week 
Interstate 5 rebuild project is on schedule to reopen all lanes before the end 
of April.

The project began in mid-March, closing one lane of I-5 in each direction so 
construction crews could dig up the original concrete used when I-5 was built 
in the 1960s. 

“The road bed was either compacted soil or a thin layer of asphalt,” said 
ODOT Project Information Specialist Gary Leaming. “The concrete roadbed 
dispersed the weight well but traffi c volumes and weights have changed 
signifi cantly since I-5 was fi rst built.”

Over time, the concrete cracked beneath the increasing traffi c volumes and 
weights, allowing water to seep into the roadbed. The project rebuilds I-5 
with two feet of new roadbed topped with nine inches of asphalt.

“We knew this would be a major inconvenience for everyone,” said ODOT 
Project Manager Joe Thomas. “Our goal is to get the work done as quickly 
as possible so we can reopen I-5 for summer, when traffi c volumes are at 
their highest.”

The work zone provides adequate space so construction can run in two shifts, 
22 hours per day. Construction work will continue through the summer but 
will not require lane closures.

Stan and Ann
Roughly 48,000 vehicles travel between the two Medford I-5 interchanges 
each day. About half of that traffi c consists of local motorists who use I-5 to 
travel quickly from north and south Medford.

ODOT launched a multi-media information campaign asking Medford-area 
motorists to use local roads dur-
ing the six-week project. The TV 
and radio advertisements fea-
tured Stan and Ann, a married 
couple who gets stuck in traffi c.

More project information, includ-
ing the TV and radio advertise-
ments featuring Stan and Ann are 
available online at www.oregon.
gov. The TV ads can also be 
found on www.youtube.com.

I-5 project on schedule,
lanes to reopen in two weeks
I-5 project on schedule,
lanes to reopen in two weeks
I-5 project on schedule,



We Buy Quality Used Vehicles!

Company Mascot
6 yr. old Choc. Lab

7 Years in
Business,
39 Years

Experience

Darrell Sr.
& Seasons

MANY CARFAX VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

BUY HERE, PAY HERE, BAD CREDIT OK

4 SEASONS AUTOS
1244 S. Riverside Ave., Medford • CALL 773-1975
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With each opening of a new Interstate 5 on- and off-ramps serving as project 
milestones, the biggest challenge still lies ahead for the $70 million South 
Medford Interchange project. 

Beginning June 1, construction will shift focus from work on I-5 to replacing 
the Barnett Road-Bear Creek Bridge. The bridge, which is owned by the City 
of Medford, recently needed emergency repairs to prevent it from being load 
limited, effectively closing the bridge to all traffi c except passenger cars.

Over the past 60 years, the Barnett Road-Bear Creek Bridge has grown from 
a two-lane bridge on a coun-
try road to carrying more than 
45,000 vehicles per day.

A new bridge ensures Barnett 
Road will continue to serve 
south Medford traffi c without 
any weight restrictions.

Barnett Road will be closed to 
through traffi c between Stew-
art Ave. and Highland Drive. 
The businesses in the area 
– Black Bear Restaurant, Best 
Western Inn, Dairy Queen, 
Motel 6, Days Inn and Travel 
Lodge will remain open dur-
ing the bridge replacement 
work (see the project map on 
pages 6-7).

According to ODOT Project 
Manager Joe Thomas, prime 
contractor Wildish Standard 
Paving of Eugene is under a fast-track schedule for this project stage.

“We examined a lot of different construction approaches to fi nd a way to 
tear down the old bridge and build a new one in the least amount of time 
and with the fewest traffi c impacts,” said Thomas. “Naturally, the local busi-
ness owners are concerned about how long the closure would last, how cus-
tomers would reach them, and how we would ensure signing was in place, 
so customers would know these these businesses are open.”

Working with local businesses
According to ODOT Project Information Specialist Gary Leaming, the 
agency has met with these adjacent businesses to address their concerns 
during construction.

“We know customers need to reach these businesses during the six-month clo-
sure,“ said Leaming. “We’ll launch an information campaign that will include 
directional signs, maps and mailings to coincide with the work.”

Speeding up construction
Wildish Standard Paving started making preparations for the bridge replace-
ment last year. A work bridge skeleton was built in Bear Creek, just north of 
the existing bridge. That work will speed up the mobilization efforts to demol-
ish and replace the existing bridge.

“There’s a limited window for the contractor to work inside a waterway, be-
low the ordinary high water mark,” said Leaming.

The in-water work window runs from June 15 to Sept. 15. That time period is 
the creek’s low fl ow months and is regulated due to fi sh spawning concerns.

Project background
The South Medford Interchange project is designed to improve safety and 
reduce congestion. The centerpiece of the project is construction of a new 
interchange 1,900 feet south of the existing Barnett Road exit (exit 27). The 

new interchange design is 
called a single point urban 
interchange (SPUI), which 
can handle a large volume 
of traffi c. The SPUI is located 
close to Bear Creek, so ad-
ditional bridges are needed 
to accommodate the retain-
ing walls for the on- and 
off-ramps.

The South Medford Inter-
change project went to bid 
in 2006 after more than 
seven years of development. 
The project is the largest 
state highway project in the 
Rogue Valley since I-5 was 
built.

The project was designed to 
improve safety and conges-
tion in south Medford. The 

City of Medford is contributing $15 million toward the project.

A project Solution Team and Citizens Advisory Committee worked through 
more than 20 different concepts to develop the design. The Highland Alterna-
tive was identifi ed as the preferred alternative. 

Construction updates and a video are available on the project Web site, 
www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region3.

Barnett Road businesses brace for six-month closure
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Barnett Road will be closed from June 1 to December 1 to
replace the Bear Creek Bridge. Access to the local businesses

will be available during construction. More information is available
on the project Web site: www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region3.
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• Large Selection of Tires
• Truck & Auto Accessories
• Lift Kits/Lowering Kits
• Brakes • Alignment
• Custom Wheels
• Shocks & Struts

618-8667
800-320-8667

290 N. Pacific Hwy • MEDFORD
STORE HOURS: M-F 8:00am - 5:30pm

Wherever you travel, you’ll be protected by our
Coast-to-Coast Service Warranty Plan that’s

honored at over 1500 affiliated service locations
nationwide. • FREE Tire Replacement and 

• FREE 24-Hour Roadside Assistance with our
Freedom Plan Tire Protection Warranty.

We’r
e dedic

ated to giving you the

high
est qu

ality products and services
and the bes

t possible prices!

90
Days
Same As Cash!

455312 - 4/9 www.abestministorage.com

3071 Samike Drive
Medford, OR 97501
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Office Hours
Monday - Saturday
10:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Gate Hours
Monday - Sunday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM 

�State of the art security  
�7 day a week access 

Up to 6 months FREE Storage*

CCaall ll 773344--55554444

* New customers or current customers upgrading

FREE
STORAGE
RV • Boat • Vehicle • Trailer

A-BEST STORAGE OFFERS

8   April 2009     MOVING AHEAD

Prime contractor Copeland Construction of Grants Pass started work on the 
Highway 99/238 project in March. The project focuses on two sections: 
repaving Highway 99 from Fruitdale Creek to Fruitdale Road; and a grind 
and inlay of new asphalt on Highway 238 from the “South Y” intersection to 
near Jaynes Drive.

This $4.5 million Highway 99/238 project focuses construction on both 
ends of recent highway improvements that the City of Grants Pass completed 
last year.

“The original project plan was to just repave a section of Highway 99,” said 
ODOT Project Leader Jayne Randleman. “The City of Grants Pass asked our 
agency to consider adding other elements to improve aesthetics and safety.

“The City saw this area as a gateway into the community and had a vision of 
adding curbs, gutters, sidewalk, bike lanes and landscaping.”

ODOT worked with the City to tap additional funds to pay for sidewalks and 
bicycle improvements. Together, city staff and the agency delivered presenta-
tions to the Grants Pass City Council. The partnership included meetings with 
property owners in the project area and a workshop for the city council and 
business owners.

“This will be a nice addition to Grants Pass when the project is completed,” 
said Randleman. “When fi nished, the city will have a new road with a 
beautiful streetscape that will be friendly to motorists, businesses, bicycles 
and pedestrians.”

The changes haven’t come without concerns, primarily from 
business owners worried about access. ODOT Public Service 
Representative Bill Boyett has been on site since mid-March, 
talking to business owners.

“I’m there to communicate the day-to-day changes on the 
project,” Boyett said. “The agency and the city spent a lot of 
time during the design phase sharing information about the 
changes coming to business accesses.

Randleman said the lack of access control was one of the fac-
tors that led to a higher-than-usual crash rate.

“This project is adding defi ned driveways to this stretch of 
highway,” Boyett said. “Before there were no driveways, so 
you had people pulling in and out and backing into traffi c.”

Grants Pass construction to improve safety, aesthetics
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Fleets:
• Gross Lease • Glass Fleet • Multi-Axle Fleet  
• Tanker/Chemical Fleet • Curtain Van • Machinery Fleet
• Safe & modern equipment • Excellent Compensation packages 
• Lease Purchase Available • #1 in service and 

satisfaction for drivers and customers

WE PULL
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Driver Services: 800-457-1459
www.drive4sbi.com
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September facelift planned for historic Rock Point Bridge
The Rock Point Bridge, which spans the Rogue River about 12 miles north-
west of Medford, is scheduled to get a well-deserved facelift this September. 
The bridge opened north of Gold Hill in 1920 – when Oregon featured only 
620 miles of paved roads statewide – after the last of the wooden structures 
that preceded it (dating back to the 1860s) was lost to fl ood.

The Rock Point Bridge was designed by Conde B. McCullough, who would 
go on to become Oregon’s premier bridge engineer, famous for the series of 
Oregon coastal bridges constructed in the 1930s. The bridge’s south ap-
proach was replaced in 1953.

In 2000, expedited repair work strengthened the bridge’s crossbeams in 
order to lift a weight restriction (10,000-pound gross load) placed on the 
bridge by the ODOT bridge engineering section.

The $4.6 million repair project will replace the bridge railing using stronger 
concrete and steel while replicating the original design. Additionally, the 
bridge deck and cracked or defective concrete will also be replaced. To ac-
commodate the repair work the bridge will undergo a signifi cant closure after 
Labor Day.

Detours will be in place during the Rock Point Bridge closure, directing motor-
ists to use the Gold Hill interchange at Interstate 5 exit 40. Emergency service 
providers will also be notifi ed so they can make accommodations during the 
bridge closure.

“We know the closure will be an inconvenience,” said ODOT Project Leader 
Dick Leever. “Our goal is to get the work done and the bridge reopened 
quickly while keeping our eye on the budget.”

On the Rock Point Bridge, McCullough illustrated how form could comple-
ment function and the nearby landscape. Using a reinforced concrete deck 
arch, he designed a 505-foot span bridge over one of the rockiest sections 
of the Rogue River, hence the name Rock Point.

According to Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon, construction was a chal-
lenge: “Because of the great depth of water at the bridge location, it was im-
possible to build falsework under the main arch span. The contractor (Parker 
and Banfi eld, Portland) solved the problem by building a temporary wood 
truss span over the bridge to give support to the forms.”
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If you can’t afford first-class plane tickets, you can
afford a first-class ride to the new Medford airport!
Make a reservation 24/7 with

541.772.3472
or email roguetowncar@gmail.com

All Major Credit
Cards Accepted

Medford • Ashland • Grants Pass

3-455987-4/9

10% off in March and April if you mention this ad
Windermere Motel on the Beach

3250 Beach Loop Drive   |   Bandon, Oregon
Reservations 541-347-3710

www.windermerebythesea.com

Near 5 world-class golf courses
Pet friendly   |   Free wi-fi
Ask about mid-week specials
Fabulous ocean views

Windermere
on the beach

25 rooms right on the beach in BANDON

www.windermerebythesea.com

3-456053-4/9-e

10% off in April if you mention this ad.
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Motorists are now driving on two new Interstate 5 bridges in the Ashland 
area. The northbound I-5 bridges spanning Eagle Mill Road and Bear 
Creek opened to traffi c earlier this year as construction work focuses on 
the southbound bridges. Later this month work will restart on the Neil 
Creek Bridge after a winter hiatus.

Hamilton Construction Co. of Springfi eld is the prime contractor for the 
$25.7 million project.

“Construction work this spring and summer will focus on getting these 
bridges fi nished,” said ODOT Project Information Specialist Gary Leaming.

I-5 bridges in the Ashland area that will be 
replaced this season:

• The southbound bridge that spans Eagle Mill Road, located two 
miles south of exit 19.

• The southbound bridge that spans Bear Creek, located 0.8 miles 
north of exit 14. 

• The southbound portion of the Neil Creek Bridge, located three miles 
south of Ashland.

Age, weather and heavy use took their toll on these fi ve I-5 bridges. An 
average of 27,000 vehicles per day cross the bridges over Bear Creek 
and Eagle Mill Road, and 15,000 vehicles per day cross the bridge over 
Neil Creek Road. After nearly 50 years of service, the bridges must be 
replaced to meet modern traffi c and freight requirements.

According to Leaming, even though the bridge replacement project 
spans two seasons, several factors tightened the work window for 
Hamilton Construction.

“Construction work had to take into account the unusually high water 
levels in Bear Creek last year,” Leaming said. “And the Neil Creek Bridge 
work shut down last November because the work was in a snow zone.”

Motorists are advised to watch for traffi c shifts and occasional lane clo-
sures during construction. Additionally, the Oregon State Police will strictly 
enforce work zone speed limits.

Construction resumes on
fi ve Ashland-area bridges 

Ashland’s two Interstate 5 interchange bridges — exits 14 and 19 — are 
scheduled to undergo construction in 2010.

In preparation for the bridge work, the City of Ashland has taken the lead in 
helping to select aesthetic designs while staying within the projects’ schedule 
and budget. The city-appointed Aesthetics Advisory Committee has been 
developing preliminary designs to incorporate into the project.

According to ODOT Area Manager Art Anderson, the committee’s work and 
more details about the bridge work will be shared with the public at an open 
house later this spring.

“Unlike the North and South Medford Interchange projects, the Ashland 
projects will focus on just the I-5 bridges with some minor modifi cations,” 
Anderson said.

The exit 14 work includes:
• Widening the existing bridge to accommodate a center turn lane; 

• Adding sidewalks and bike lanes on the bridge;

• Lowering I-5 to accommodate today’s bridge height requirements; 

• Signalizing the on- and off-ramps.

The exit 19 work includes:
• Replacing the existing bridge to accommodate a center turn lane; 

• Constructing wide shoulders that can accommodate future sidewalks; 

• Adding design aesthetics to the bridge design.

These projects are part of the Oregon Department of Transportation’s 10-year, 
$3 billion Oregon Transportation Investment Act. OTIA funds are repairing 
or replacing hundreds of bridges, paving and maintaining city and county 
roads, improving and expanding interchanges, adding new capacity to 
Oregon’s highway system and removing freight bottlenecks statewide.

Based on 2008 dollars, about 14 family-wage jobs are sustained for every 
$1 million spent on transportation construction in Oregon. Each year during 
the remainder of the OTIA program, it is estimated that construction projects 
will sustain an average of 4,100 family-wage jobs.

Design work planned for
exit 14 and 19 bridges 
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